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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 080273 
ORIGIN SY-05 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO /014 R 

DRAFTED BY A/SY/OPS/FO:MEMULVEY:DB 
APPROVED BY A/SY/OPS/FO - PJHARRICK 
A/SY/OPS - VFSTMARS 
A/SY/OPS/FO - MKD ALTON 
A/SY/OPS/FO - JRDONOVAN 
AF/EX - JBRYANT 

091853Z 011051/53 

R090128Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 080273 

LAGOS FOR RSO; NAIROBI FOR RMO 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ASEC, AMSG 

SUBJECT: CONSEC MARINES 

REF: BANGUI 0595 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES EMBASSY CONCERN OVER POSSIBILITY 
OF OBTAINING GOCAE APPROVAL TO ARM MARINES, AND AGREE WITH 
POST ASSESSMENT THAT LIKELIHOOD OF INCIDENT REQUIRING USE 
OF FIREARM IS MINIMAL. 

2. AT THE SAME TIME, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT EMBASSY 
SHOULD FORMALLY APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENT REQUESTING 
APPROVAL TO ARM THE MARINES, NOTING THAT MARINE POST IS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 080273 

INTERNAL AND THAT WEAPON ONLY DESIGNED TO BE USED IN SELF 
DEFENSE. FAILING THIS, MINIMUM REQUIREMENT IS FOR MSG TO 
HAVE WEAPON NEAR AT HAND, INSIDE NEW OB. THIS IS IN KEEP- 
ING WITH DEPARTMENT-MARINE CORPS AGREEMENT. 

3. IN THE INTERIM AND IF PERMISSION TO ARM MARINES IS 

DENIED BY GOCAE, THE FOLLOWING MINIMUM PROCEDURES SHOULD BE 
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ESTABLISHED: 

A. MARINES BE EQUIPPED WITH NON-LETHAL DETERRENT, I.E., 
MACE 

B. MARINES BE PROVIDED RADIO COMMUNICATIONS INSURING 
IMMEDIATE CONTACT WITH EMBASSY DUTY OFFICER OR OTHER 
DESIGNATED EMBASSY PERSONNEL. IF POST DOES NOT HAVE 
SUFFICIENT RADIO EQUIPMENT, ADVISE IMMEDIATELY. 

C. MARINE POST BE RESTRICTED TO INTERIOR OF BUILDING. 

D. MARINE MAINTAIN LOG AND RECORD ALL INCIDENTS. 

4. ADVISE. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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